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Here are a few of them. ^. 
How many do you know? 
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This tree grows in the country. It might grow in your yard, too. 
Do you know what kind it is? 


This is an apple tree. 
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This apple tree came from a seed. 
The seed was small. 
It grew inside an apple. 


Have you ever seen an apple seed? 


E 
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Ask an adult to help you cut an apple in two. 
The seeds are in the center. 
They look like this. 
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Most apple trees come from seeds that 
are planted. 

Sometimes an apple tree grows from 
a seed that falls to the ground. 


The wind blows leaves over the seed. 
The wind blows soil over the seed. 
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All winter the seed lies under the leaves and the soil. 
All winter the seed lies under the ice and snow and 
is pushed into the ground. 





— Spring comes. 
Rain falls. 
The sun comes out and warms the earth. 
The seed begins to grow. 
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At first the young plant does not look like a tree. 
The tree is very small. 

It is only a stem with two leaves. 

It has no apples on it. 

A tree must grow up before it has apples on it. 
Each year the tree grows. It grows tall. 

In seven years it is so tall that you can 







stand under its branches. 
In the spring there are blossoms on the tree. 
Spring is apple-blossom time. 
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The blossoms last only a few days. f 4 
Then they fall to the ground. 
Now there are green leaves on the tree. Among the leaves there 


are small apples. The apples are where the blossoms were before. 
The apples are green, and they are almost too small for you to see. 


The apples grow slowly. 
www. ebama. net 13 
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In the fall they አነዕ Mae HA ripe. They are ready ሽላ eat. 
www. ebama. netos 
^C SITE WA 













We can see the apples and the leaves on the branches. 
We can see the branches growing out of the trunk. 

We can see the trunk growing out of the ground. 

We can see the bark of the tree. 

The bark covers the branches and the trunk like a coat. 
But there is a part of the tree that we cannot see. 
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We cannot see the roots. 

They are under the ground. 

Some of the roots are large. 

Some of them are as small as hairs. 

The roots grow like branches under the ground. 


A tree could not live without roots. 
A ne AEA. 
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Roots hold the trunk in the ground. 


Roots keep the tree from falling when the wind blows. 


Roots keep the rain from washing the tree out of the ground. 
www. obama; net 19 
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Roots do something more. They take water from the ground. 
They carry the water into the trunk of the tree. 
The trunk carries the water to the branches. 


The branches carry the water to the leaves. | 
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Hundreds and hundreds of leaves grow on the branches. 
The leaves make food from water and air. They make food 


when the sun shines. 

The food goes into the branches. 
It goes into the trunk and roots. 
It goes to every part of the tree. 













Fall comes and winter is near. 
The work of the leaves is over. 


The leaves turn yellow 
and brown. 

The leaves die and fall 
to the ground. 
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Now the tree is bare. 

All winter it looks dead. 
But the tree is not dead. 
Under its coat of bark, 
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The sun warms the earth. 
The tree blossoms, and new leaves grow. 
As long as it lives, the apple tree grows. 
As long as it lives, the apple tree blossoms 

in the spring, and apples grow on it. 
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When do you like apple trees best? 


In spring when they are covered with blossoms? 
www. ebama. net 
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In winter when they are bare? 
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FIND OUT MORE ABOUT TREES 





To find out, you will need: 


1 small, clear plastic bag 1 empty 8-ounce jar 
lleafytwig — ' 1 cup of water 
1 small piece of string or twist tie 1 potted plant 


Place the plastic bag around one of the leaves or a cluster of leaves on the twig. 
Using a small piece of string or a twist tie, carefully tie the bag to the stem of the leaf 
or cluster of leaves. Fill the jar with one cup of water, and put the twig into the jar. 
Place the jar on a sunny windowsill. After one day, what do you see in the bag? 
Check the bag every day for a week, and record what you see on a chart. 

Now try this experiment with a potted plant to see if it works in the same way. 
Carefully tie a plastic bag around one of its leaves or a cluster of leaves, just as you 
did in the first experiment. Ask an adult to help you place the plant in a sunny spot 
and water it. Check the bag every day for a week, and record what you see on a chart. 
How are the results similar to or different from those in the first experiment? 














Trees can live for a very long time. The trees in your backyard or in the park may be as 
old as you are or they may be as old as your grandpa or grandma—or even older! Some 
trees can live longer than others. Redwood trees, which grow in northern California, 
can live an average of 600 years. The oldest known redwood was 2,200 years old! 

To find the age of a tree, wrap a tape measure around the trunk about three feet 
above the ground. The distance that you are measuring around the middle of a tree is 
called the girth. Every inch in the girth equals about one year in a tree's growth. How 
old is your tree? Is it younger or older than you are? By how many years? 


You can learn more about trees and plants in these great books: 

A TREE Is GROWING by Arthur Dorros, illustrated by S. D. Schindler 
How ለ SEED Grows by Helene J. Jordan, illustrated by Loretta Krupinski 
How Do APPLES Grow? by Betsy Maestro, illustrated by Giulio Maestro 
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Clyde Robert Bulla grew up on a farm near 
King City Missouri. He is the author of numerous 
books for children, including WHAT MAKES A SHADOW?, 
illustrated by June Otani. Mr. Bulla was the first 
winner of the Southern California Council on 
Children's Literature Award for distinguished 
contribution to the field. He now lives in Los Angeles, 
California. 


Stacey Schuett has illustrated many wonderful 
books for children, including DAY LIGHT, NIGHT LIGHT by 
Franklyn M. Branley; COME AND SEE: A Christmas Story 
by Monica Mayper; and FOREST by Laura Godwin. She 
lives in Sebastopol, California. 
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LET'S-READ-AND*FIND-OUT- ABOUT: 


Trees 


e 
Acts Did you know that a tree is the biggest plant 
INSIDF that grows? How does it get the food it needs? 


Read and find out about a tree's life cycle 
through the seasons. 


Introduce basic science concepts to young children 
and help satisfy their curiosity about how the world works. 


HarperTrophy? Stage | books explain simple Stage 2 books explore more 
Ages 3 to 6 science concepts for preschoolers challenging concepts for 


‘Cover GOL Scy SURE and kindergarteners. children in the primary grades. 


Find out more ba pom 


